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Diary Dates
Monday 26th November
9:00am Advent Prayer
Thursday 29th November
Kindy 2019 School Starters Program
Stage 3 Mercy Leadership Day
2:40pm Stage 2 Assembly
Friday 30th November
3:00pm P&F Afternoon Tea for Mrs Marrins
Monday 3rd December
9:00am Advent Prayer
Wednesday 5th December
10:00am Farewell Mass and Morning Tea for
Mrs Murphy
Thursday 6th December
Kindy 2019 School Starters Program
Friday 7th December
Year 6 Fun Day
5:45pm - 8:00pm Year 6 Disco and Barbeque
7:30pm Fr Peter & Fr Luis Farewell Mass
Monday 10th December
9:00am Advent Prayer
7:00pm Christmas Concert with Michael
Mangan in St Patrick’s Church
Tuesday 11th December
1:30pm Farewell Mass and Afternoon Tea for
Mrs Marrins
Wednesday 12th December
Student Transition to 2019 classes
Thursday 13th December
Kindy 2019 School Starters Program
7:00pm Year 6 Graduation Mass
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From the Principal
Believe, learn and achieve at Patrick’s in 2018; a
place of Mercy where we welcome, love and
forgive everyone

Advent is a time of:
looking back, looking forward,
reflecting on 2018, anticipating 2019
Sunday, 2nd December marks the beginning of the
Church season of Advent.
Advent, a season of new beginnings, beckons to us
with images of transformation and hope. It is the
season of the impossible becoming possible.
Week by week, candles are lit on the Advent wreath
signifying our longing for the light of Christ, as the
time of his birth draws near.
The four weeks of Advent lead us to Christmas and
our celebration of the birth of Jesus. The story of his
birth is very familiar to us and has been known by
believers and non-believers alike for over 2000
years.
Yet Advent heralds more than Christ’s birth. It
paves our way toward celebrating Christ as; Godwith-us, God in human flesh.
This is a profound mystery at the heart of our faith,
and it is the cause of our joy at Christmas.
How do we prepare? How do we open up our life to
God?
Perhaps we could prepare for his birth with the
simple gesture of taking nothing for granted, by
looking upon everything as a gift from God.
Christ today does not expect us to be perfect but to
be people of hope, who trust that his coming will
have meaningful consequences in our lives. The
teenaged Mary and the midwife Joseph are
wonderful examples of how amazing things can
occur, if we have hope and trust in God’s word.

May God bless you
Anne Marrins
Principal

Faith Community
Last week, ten of our students received the
Sacrament of Penance (Reconciliation) for
the first time. We congratulate them and
their families on this their second
Sacrament. Jesus taught us to love God our
Father. As humans, we are not perfect but,

God is always calling us back to him and he
forgives us our imperfections.
On Sunday we will celebrate the feast of
Christ the King. This ends the Church’s
Liturgical Year B. Advent brings with it a
new Liturgical Year C, where we will hear
the Gospel of Luke proclaimed with the
Gospel of John mainly around Holy Week.
Jesus came to be king not of this world.
While here on earth he roamed among the
poor, sick, outcast and sinners. In his
generosity he gave his life for all.
It is time to ask for your generosity in
giving to our Vinnies Christmas Appeal. I
thank you for your continued support of
our social justice action. St. Vincent de
Paul representatives will collect the
baskets after school on Thursday, 6th
December, so let us all get behind this
worthy cause and help some families in our
area who are less fortunate than us.
Silvana Murphy
Religious Education Coordinator

A Prayer for Advent
We ask you O loving God to give us the
grace
to change our ways
to make you present in our world
through compassion and generosity to
those in need
May this Christmas be a true celebration of
Emmanuel - God is with us.
Amen

Teaching & Learning
From the Assistant Principal
2019 Year 6 School Leader’s Process
Listed below is the process that the school
will undertake to choose our 2019 school
leaders.
Thursday 28th November:
Leadership Day
Friday 29th November:
Applications close for school leadership
positions. Students who have been
shortlisted for School Captain positions
will be informed.They must prepare a 1-2
minute speech outlining why they believe
they would be the best person for this
position.
Monday 3rd December:

School Captain speeches take place in the
MPA. Year 4, Stage 3 and teachers vote on
these positions.
Wednesday 5th December:
Students who are nominating for the other
leadership positions of Mission, Media and
Sport Leaders give a one minute speech on
why they believe they are the person for
these positions.
Thursday 6th December:
2019 Student Leadership positions
announced.
If there are any concerns about this please
do not hesitate to contact Mr. Crowley or
Mrs. Marrins.
Tom Crowley
Assistant Principal

Library

Congratulations

Congratulations to Year 1 and Year 2 who
have won free ice blocks as they currently
have no overdue library books and have
been remembering to bring their library
bags to school.
Thank you to all the parents who have
ensured the library borrowing process can
continue between home and school. Your
support is greatly appreciated.
Book Club
Our final issue of Book Club for 2018 is due
next week and must be submitted online by
Friday 30 November. It is a huge catalogue
with every page containing at least one
book for $5 or under.
If you are ordering books as Christmas
presents and do not wish them to be sent
home with your child, please tick
the box for this option (when
ordering) and the school will
contact you when the order has arrived so
you can come and collect it from the office.
Thank you to everyone who supported
Scholastic Book Club and Book Fairs
throughout 2018. These fundraisers earn
St Patrick’s 20% in rewards to purchase
books and we have acquired hundreds of
new books for our school this year.
How to Order Book Club Online via
the LOOP
• Select books from the book club catalogue
• Visit the website at
www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP
• Click on ORDER for a quick start

• OR register first to save your details for
next time (existing Scholastic Store
customers can simply log in)
• Select your school and your child’s class
• Add your child’s first name and last initial
(so the school knows who the book is for)
• Enter the item number from the Book
Club catalogue
• All orders are sent directly to the school
for submission to Scholastic
• Books will still be delivered to your child’s
classroom if you order by the closing date.
Street Library
Thank you to all the families who donated
their preloved books to our Street Library
over the past few weeks. Students have
really enjoyed reading the changing
selection of books during their lunchtimes.
Students are also able borrow books to
read in the classroom and/or even take
them home.
If you have borrowed books from our
Street Library and have finished reading
them, please return them so others can
borrow them too. If the Street Library is
full, then books can be left at the office.
Our Street Library is a wonderful
opportunity to share books with others in
our school community. It’s also a great way
to recycle books and keep them being
read. BORROW A BOOK or TAKE A
BOOK or GIVE A BOOK!
Natalie Coghlan
Teacher Librarian

Drama Literacy in Year 4
In Drama Literacy, we have been learning
with our drama teachers, Mr Tom and Miss
Beaumont from the Captivate team. We
have played emotional games such as
Zombie, Me/You, Taxi Ride and Postcard.
We have learnt to communicate with
others through these
games. We have really enjoyed the
activities and have had fun using our
creativity.
AJ and Sydney in 4L
In Drama Literacy, we have been playing
Me/You games with emotion, Zombie
games and the fun Taxi Ride game. We
have been learning about how to express
our emotions and mime our feelings. In the
Me/You emotion game we express
emotions which is the most important
thing. In the Taxi Ride game, we have to
mime our feelings and when you get in the

taxi the other people have to do the same
emotion.
Anav and Ibrat 4J

Partnership
Farewell Celebration for Mrs
Murphy
To celebrate her many years of
service to Catholic education,
you are invited to Mass and
Morning Tea on Wednesday 5th
December 2018 at 10:00am in
St Patrick’s Church followed by
morning tea at school.
End of Year Dates
Week 7
Thursday 29th November
Stage 3 Mercy Leadership Day
Friday 30th November
3:00pm Afternoon Tea for Mrs Marrins
Week 8
Wednesday 5th December
10:00am Farewell Mass and Morning Tea
for Mrs Murphy
Friday 7th December
Year 6 Fun Day
5:45pm - 8:00pm Year 6 Disco Barbeque
7:30pm Fr Peter & Fr Luis Farewell Mass
Week 9
Monday 10th December
7:00pm Christmas Concert with Michael
Mangan in St Patrick’s Church
Tuesday 11th December
1:30pm Farewell Mass and Afternoon Tea
for Mrs Marrins
Wednesday 12th December
Student Transition to 2019 classes
Thursday 13th December
7:00pm Year 6 Graduation Mass
Friday 14th December
9:00am Mission Awards Presentation
10:30am Mission Awards recipients
Morning Tea with Mrs Marrins
Week 10
Monday 17th December
10:00am End of Year Thanksgiving &
Farewell Mass
11:00am Thank You Morning Tea
11:45am K - Year 2 Awards Presentation
12:30pm Years 3- 6 Awards Presentation
Tuesday 18th December
9:30am – 11:00am K, Year 1 & 2 Disco
12:00pm – 1:30pm Years 3-6 Disco

2:45pm Year 6 Farewell Guard of Honour
Wednesday 19th December
Last day of school for students

Personal Growth
Kindergarten 2019 Orientation Day
2019 is certainly looking like a bright year
ahead with our new Kindergarten students
excitedly attending their Orientation
mornings. There may have been some tears
shed (both parents and
children) but they were quick to settle in
and immerse themselves in the big school
experience. They made new friends, sang
funny songs, coloured in, cut and pasted,
ate their delicious fruit and even tried to
line up in two straight lines. Next year is
definitely going to be a fun adventure!
Special thanks to the year 5 students
(Arjun, Ryah, Ethan, Sophie and Zoe) who
helped Mrs Dunn and Miss Casten on both
days!

School Fees

Fees for the year were to be finalised by the
end of August. Please contact the school
office if you wish to discuss your fees.
School Office hours are 8.30am – 3.30pm
with Wednesday mornings opening at
8.55am.
All payments and enquiries can be made
during that time. Payments may be made
by cash, EFTPOS, BPay, Post BillPay or by
Credit Card. Details are located on the
bottom of the statement. When paying by
BPay please use the current statement. We
advise that we are unable to process
EFTPOS payments after 3.30pm.
Moving schools

If your child/children is changing schools
and will no longer be attending St Patrick’s,
Catholic Education requires 10 weeks
written notice.
In this notice you are required to indicate
the school your child will be attending.
Kids on Keyboards
Kids on Keyboard is a program run at the
school on a weekly basis throughout each
term for students from Years 2 to 6. It
offers students the opportunity to play as
well as learn about and read music in a fun,
class setting. Class runs in first break on
Wednesdays. Places are now available.
Bookings can be made or further
information obtained by contacting
Christine Dieckmann on 0409-247-424.

Administration
2019 Kindergarten Enrolments
Enrolment applications for Kindergarten
2019 are being finalised. If your child is
turning five (5) before 31st July 2019
please collect an Enrolment Pack from the
office or alternatively download an
application form from our website:
www.stpatsblacktown.catholic.edu.au
Office

Due to our end of year finance procedures
the final day for receipting of money at
school is Tuesday 18th December. No
payments can be accepted through our
office after this day.

